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SWAN-AVON-CANNING RIVER SYSTEM, BOAT OPERATORS, WARNINGS 

1744. Hon Dee Margetts to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure 

On a year by year basis for the last three years - 

(1) Can the Minister provide an estimate of the average daily number of recreational powerboats using the 
Swan-Avon, Canning river system? 

(2) How many - 

(a) warnings have been issued to recreational boat operators in the Swan River System; 

(b) infringement notices have been issued to recreational boat operators in the Swan River System; 

(c) successful prosecutions have been made against recreational boat operators over the last three 
years; 

(d) of the prosecutions that have failed, have had only one officers of the DPI, Fisheries 
Department or the Swan River Trust, present at the time of issuing the infringement? 

(3) Can the Minister provide an estimate of the number of recreational powerboat users on the Swan for the 
next two years? 

(4) Given that the DPI has conducted an education campaign over the last year, and now intends to move 
towards enforcement, is the Minister satisfied that the current staffing levels effectively providing three 
two-person enforcement teams are sufficient for expected number of river users over the next two 
years? 

(5) What equipment and how much of it is available to the officers of the DPI (boats, telephones, radios, 
staff, radar speed monitoring equipment) at any one time on a typical summer Saturday afternoon, for 
law enforcement purposes? 

(6) What is the estimate of the number of river users on the 2004 Australia Day weekend? 

(7) How many DPI teams (of two officers each) were working, and during what hours on the Swan 
Avon/Canning River during the Australia Day weekend? 

Hon KEN TRAVERS replied: 

1)  No. However there are 73,138 registered recreational vessels in Western Australia. 

2)    Cautions  Infringements  Prosecutions  Failed prosecution when only 
one 

officer present 
00/01         353           416                  15  
01/02         816           560                  33  
02/03         358           355           20                    1 
Total         1527         1331        68                       

3)  No.  However, recreational boat registrations are increasing at 3% per annum. 

4)  Yes.   

5)  The DPI works closely with other agencies undertaking on-water compliance. As a result, the resources 
available to DPI are extended beyond their own staff and equipment. The following resources are 
available as required to officers of DPI: 
26 Vessels  
Vessels are fitted with 2 VHF marine radios 
122 authorised officers are available 
All DPI officers are issued a mobile phone 
10 pieces of speed monitoring equipment  

6)  Unknown  

7)  All DPI Marine Officers (3 teams of 2) were on duty over the full Australia Day Weekend in 
accordance with their rostered arrangements. 

 


